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University downplays use of undercover officers
BY STEVEN ANDREWS

&

VP claims recent Mirror story was "fabrication"

KEITH WHAMOND

Vice President for Student Services
William Schimpf defended the use of undercover security officers this week, while
also saying that many of the facts in last
week's Mirror story were untrue.
"We do use undercover officers," said
Schimpf. "However, last week's article [on
undercover officers] was a fabrication."
"[Director of Security] Todd Pelazza
contacted John Puchowicz, who was men-

tioned in the article, and he denied ever being confronted by an undercover officer,"
said Schimpf.
"In addition, no security officer has ever
solicited any student for marijuana," said
Schimpf. "To do so would be completely
illegal."
Kyle Yasigian, the author of last week's
Mirror article, defended his story.
"To the best of my knowledge, it all
took place," said Yasigian. "I just reported

on things as it happened."
Despite Yasigian's vehemence, one
person who was quoted in his article denied the story was factual when contacted
by The Mirror.
"I never stated the quote attributed
to me," said Tim Page '05. "The quote is
untrue. The only time Kyle approached in
reference to the article was when it was going to be printed in The Mirror."
Yasigian had credited Page as saying

undercover security officers had solicited
him for marijuana.
When asked about Page's denial of being
quoted, Yasigian said he was "confused."
"That's what was said to me," said
Yasigian.
Ethan L. Fry, the Editor in Chief of The
Mirror, said the story had been submitted to
the newspaper by an outside reporter from
a news writing class taught by the Mirror
advisor, Dr. James Simon.
SEE "STUDENT" ON P.
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Students, faculty
weigh in on
president search
BY TAPvA

TOULOUMIS

Maybe a more visible presence. Or keep the Jesuit tradition
alive and well while still wearing
a collar. What about a lay person,
like Georgetown?
The search for a successor to
Fr. Aloysius P. Kelley, president of
Fairfield University, is underway,
and there is no shortage of voices
among student, faculty and administration on what qualities the
perfect candidate would possess.
Some students hope for a
more visible person who can be
regularly spotted on campus.
"I'd like someone who makes
you feel comfortable and welcome,
most definitely a people-person,
someone who is outgoing, but who
also knows how to get money for
the school," said Mariel Kauffman
'06. "I hope the next president
makes more on campus appearances than Father Kelley did."

Mirror file photo

Huddle up: The men's basketball team strategizes before a game last year at the Arena at Harbor Yard. The team will open
their season Friday at Harvard. For a preview of this year's coverage, see "Fairfield Hoops" on page 20.
Related story: The men's team helps out inner-city youth. For more, see "Men's basketball" on page 18.

SEE "DIFFERENT" ON P.
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Presidential scholars lose preferential registration status
BY ASHLEIGH EGAN
The long line of groups that
get special treatment at course
registration time will be reduced
by one group starting next fall.
For the incoming class
of 2008, there is a package of
changes in the approximately
160 academic scholarships to be
awarded.
The Presidential Scholars will
no longer receive the preferential
registration privilege, and the
monetary amounts of each schol-

arship have been raised.
According to the university
website, other changes include:
• Deans' Scholarships have
been increased from $7,000 to
$10,000 (they did not have preferred registration)
• Presidential Scholarships
have been increased from $10,000
to $12,000 (along with the registration being removed from the
scholarship)
• University Fellows Scholarships have been increased from
$12,500 to $15,000 (plus contin-

ued preferential registration, a
personal computer and a research
stipend).
The decision to change the
scholarships was made by a
group of people including the
director of financial aid, director of admissions, vice president
of enrollment management and
the enrollment management
committee, according to Alex
Scott, director of undergraduate
admissions.

SCHOLARSHIP BUMP

Fairfield's merit-based scholarships are getting a financial boost beginning
with the class of 2008. Below are the current scholarship amounts, as well
as the new amounts given out beginning next year.
Deans' Scholarship
Cun

$7,000
510,000

Presidential Scholarship
Current

$10,000
$12,000

University Fellows Scholarship
Current
5,000

SEE "SCHOLARS" ON P.
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Dance team revs up with new coach
BY KATIE MARTIN

Fairfield's dance team has a new coach,
new moves, new determination and renewed
dedication.
Dana McEvoy is the team's new coach
and behind a new regiment of exercise. She
graduated last year from Fairfield and was
hired three weeks after auditions.
The dance team is also receiving more
recognition and support from school officials to help fuel their renaissance.
"The school is realizing the value spirit
teams have for the athletes and the overall
attitude of the students," said McEvoy.
This year the team has the right to practice in the athletic center, and it is required
that the team lift two times a week.
"Dana gives us more time to focus on
our choreography and dancing," said cocaptain Anna Punzalan.
The girls work really hard on their coordinations, said McEvoy. The captains are
good leaders and compromise with the team
to reach an agreement.
The dance team originated eight years
ago, but the administration has been reluctant to support them as a team because the
dance team was deemed unnecessary.

Today the university is working on raising the level of school spirit. "The dance
team is an intricate part of the entertainment
component of men's and women's basketball," said Pat Murphy, associate athletic
director.
"At first, I thought the dance team was
just a form of entertainment and the school
spirit was left up to the cheerleaders, but
I'm so happy to have found that the dance
team raises so much excitement amongst
the crowd and we feel each other's energy,
which makes for a great and uplifting performance every time," said Erin Kennedy
'07.
Dance is a strenuous activity. "The
dancers have to have stamina, flexibility,
and strength in order to keep up with the
music and give a good performance," said
co-captain Rhianne Crowley.
Practices are approximately two to
three hours long. To warm-up the team
runs, stretches, and works on their abdominal muscles. Then they dance non-stop.
McEvoy accepted the offer to be coach
of the dance team and the cheerleading team.
"I didn't want to turn my back on what is
important to Fairfield University", said
McEvoy.

The girls have had more opportunities
to be involved in community events.
"Since Fairfield is a small school,
the team is not allowed to travel or
compete, but it is nice to be in the media
and let people know the team exists," said
McEvoy.
Earlier this month, the team was invited
to dance at an NBA game at Harbor Yard.
The event coordinator asked for participa-

tion during halftime and McEvoy thought
it was a good opportunity for the girls to
get exposure.
"I think the dance team really pumps
up the crowd and gives the student body
more energy and enthusiasm," said dancer
Maressa Drake '05.
"I think what we do is important for
the school and the basketball teams," dancer
Ashley Flynn '05 agreed.
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Meet the team: Top row: Liz Maida, Maressa Drake, Briana Tenaglia,
Carrie Rotondaro, Erin Kennedy. Middle row: Meryl Oakley, Danielle Smith, Rose
Marie Gurino. Bottom row: Alicia Haraksin, Rhianne Crowley, Anna Punzalan, Jen DiNapoli,
Ashley Flynn. Not pictured: Shannon Casey, Danielle Leverone.

CAMPUS CRIME BEAT
CASEY AMMERMAN
Tuesday, November 11
9:31 a.m. - A wallet was reported stolen in the Dolan School of Business.
12:07 a.m. - An L.C.D. projector valued at $5,000 was stolen from Bannow.
11:03 p.m. - A vehicle was vandalized while parked on the north end of
Loyola.
Thursday, November 13
2:15 p.m. - A tree branch fell on a parked vehicle causing damage.
Friday, November 14
10:01 a.m. -A tree limb fell on a student's car causing damage.
11:50 a.ui. - A Campion Hall elevator was vandalized.
3:04 p.m. - A student reported that her muffler was stolen off of her vehicle.
Saturday, November 15
1:22 a.m. - A fire was put out located in a trash can near Claver Hall.
10:21 a.m. - Someone threw a brick through the BCC Oak room window. If you
have information please contact security.
Tuesday, November 18
1:05 a.m. - A Campion north card reader door was smashed.

CORRECTIONS
The Mirror strives to report accurately in our stories. However, if you are aware of
any errors, please call Editor In Chief Ethan Fry at x6529.

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Senior event rocked the boat:

NOVEMBER

200 Ni hts celebration deemed

s

a success by students

BY JESSICA HOLMBERG

Although about only one third of the senior class was able to attend the 200 Nights
cruise around New York City on Nov. 14,
those students who ventured to the well-anticipated event in celebration of 200 nights
until graduation enjoyed the combination of
dining, drinking and dancing.
"I was disappointed that not everyone
from our class could go, but the whole event
went well over my expectations," said Anna
Punzalan '04. "I think everyone who was
there really enjoyed themselves."
Staff from the Fairfield University
Student Association and the Student Beach
Resident Association were enthusiastic
about the entire evening.
"The event went very well," said Lauren DeSteno '04, senior class president and
SBRA vice president. "It definitely went
smoother than it has in the past."
Despite the rocking of the boat, no students were reported as injured or sick, and
there were no fights, according to DeSteno.
"It was very successful," said Matt
Coolidge, SBRA president. "Everyone had
a good time, and we hope the next event can
be just as much fun as this one."
Tickets cost $85 for every student, and
350 students attended. While many students
complained that mostly female students
were attending, over 100 male students attended the event, according to DeSteno.
"I was pretty happy with the overall
turnout," said Shawn Schuerlein '04. "I
definitely wasn't complaining about how
many girls were there."
This year, FXJSA and SBRA collaborated to make 200 Nights an attractive option for all senior students.
Last year, 200 Nights cost beach residents $90 and on-campus students $110.
Beach residents paid less than on-campus
students last year because of allocated beach
resident dues.
This year, SBRA and FUSA combined
funds to make cost the same for all seniors,
according to DeSteno. The entire event cost
approximately $30,000, which included the
cost of the actual tickets, seven bus rent-

Jessica Holmberg/The Mirror
Mixed crowd: Despite rumors of an all female attendance, over 100 male'students attended 200
Nights to break it down on the dance floor.

als, the boat rental, food, D.J. and alcohol,
according to Elaine McCauJey, graduate
assistant for university activities.
"We wanted to make it more of an all
senior event, including on-campus students,"
said DeSteno. "FUSA and SBRA joined
funds to get more people involved."
Dattco buses left from Alumni Hall at
approximately 5:30 p.m. last Friday after
students obtained bracelets permitting alcohol consumption and to fill out a form,
ensuring student responsibility. The event
was chaperoned by five faculty members,
including a university security officer who
attended strictly because she is a certified
emergency medical technician.
"For students who decided to stay in
the city and not to come back on the buses,
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they were responsible for their own actions,"
said McCauley. "When students were on
the boat, they were representing Fairfield
University."
Some students were annoyed by the 30
minute wait until departure from Fairfield.
" I thought the wait was unnecessary
or could have been taken care of ahead of a
time," said Shawn Schuerlein '04. "When
I finally got on the bus, there were hardly
any seats left."
"Checking IDs could have been done
a little quicker if there was more than one
person," said Megan Corr '04. "I was
happy that a large variety of kids were getting together in one place, and it was a really
great time."
Despite the two hour bus ride to New

York City, students remained optimistic.
"The bus ride was terrible. Our bus
driver put in Legally Blonde," said Ryan
Zipp '04."
Dinner was served at approximately 8
p.m. and was comprised of chicken, steak,
fish and side dishes.
"The bus ride put a damper on things,"
said Jenn Wuensch '04. "But there were
a lot of options for food, and it was wellprepared."
Alcoholic beverages were not served at
dinner, at the request of university administration, according to DeSteno.
"Drinks were served maybe 20 minutes
after dinner was served," said DeSteno. "At
first, I was a little concerned with the lines
to the bar, but once everyone realized there
were waiters taking drink orders, everything
was fine."
Others complained that the three bars ran
out of vodka and gin, but students were willing
to substitute one type of alcohol for another.
"We were first served a few drinks per
person at a time, but eventually the bartenders served everyone only one drink per
person," said Zipp. "Overall, it was a good
time and better than I expected."
While many students complained that DJ
John Sorgente, of Indigo International, played
too many 80s tunes, other students enjoyed
the music mix of dance, rock, and country.
. Students who did not attend 200 Nights
celebrated at Foxwoods or Mohegan Sun
Casinos, while other students found entertainment at clubs.
"Once I didn't have a ticket there
wasn't really too much I could do about it,"
said Matt Shaw '04. "A lot of my friends
didn't get to go, so we all did other things
instead."
The option for a larger boat was not
possible since the budget did not allow it,
according to McCauley. Ticket prices would
go up, and students would not be as willing
to spend more money for the event.
"We all felt bad that we couldn't accommodate everyone," said DeSteno. "We had
five days for ticket sales on-campus and two
days at the beach, and we can only suggest that
students get tickets sooner in the future."

Underclassmen charged to stay over Thanksgiving break
BY HEATHER MANNING

As the Thanksgiving season approaches, students from all over the country will
be making the trek home in pursuit of rest,
relaxation, and turkey.
While most Fairfield students are making travel arrangements, some underclassmen are stuck at the housing department,
requesting to stay in the residence halls for
a fee of $35 per night.
"My question is, what does the $35 a
night go to? I mean we pay to eat every day,
but what could that be going to? That doesn't
really seem right," said Megan Daher '06.
Freshmen and sophomores living in
the residence halls wishing to stay over
Thanksgiving break were required to meet
with Gary Stephenson, director of housing
operations, by Nov. 14 to make a request.
A campus-wide e-mail from the hous-

ing department stated "permission will not
be given to students because of their need to
pursue employment over the Thanksgiving
break." If approved, underclassmen will be
charged for every night they stay.
The housing fee is used to pay for the
cost of keeping the dorms open over the
break. In addition to the cost of utilities to
keep a dormitory open, a few RAs are required to stay to keep order in the dorms.
The housing department charged underclassmen to stay over break in past years,
while juniors and seniors were allowed to
stay for free.
This year, however, juniors and seniors
are required to e-mail housing operations
in order to stay during Thanksgiving break.
Stephenson said the e-mail "is a notification to keep track of the people that are
staying on campus to keep the campus
safer." Security keeps an eye out for lights

on in rooms where they shouldn't be, and
monitors who is coming in and out of the
residence halls.
All juniors and seniors that e-mail housing will be granted permission to stay on
campus and will not be charged, including
those living in Dolan Hall or the Village.
Stephenson said that the juniors and
seniors are not charged because they have
semi-independent living status
"With the addition of the apartment
and class housing in Kostka and Claver,
we have for the past few years been able to
absorb any cost associated with upper-class
students staying. There are costs associated
with rooms that are occupied in the village,"
he said. "Some offset is reached by the $35
charge to students that stay. As we try to
balance the semi-independent living with
our operating budget, we may in the future
have to take a look at just what the reality is

in terms of cost and need to stay."
Underclassmen are not pleased with the
housing arrangement over break.
"I think it's milking it even more than
the price of going here. They're kids here
from all over the place, like Minnesota.
With such a short break it would be inconvenient for them to go home. It's ridiculous
and excessive," said Rick Fasano '06.
Virginia Chaves '05 chose to stay on
campus over a break last year due to convenience reasons. She said the campus was
"really peaceful. It's really quiet, there's
absolutely no one here, although I did have
a friend staying also. I was able to sleep and
get all my laundry done. And they served us
really good food in the school of business
dining room."
All residence halls close on Tuesday,
Nov. 25 at 6 p.m. and will reopen on Sunday, Nov. 30 at 12 p.m.
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Different people, different priorities for new prez

Scholars unhappy
over loss of preferred

CONTINUED FROM P.

1

Interaction with the students is important to others as well.
"I would like to see more interaction
with the student body. Did anyone ever even
see Father Kelley? I mean he's like the wind,
he moves in shadows. The guy is practically
Batman," said Tara Connolly, '06.
Other students are also looking for
answers, especially regarding university
finances.
"I'd like it if the next president explained why Fairfield is so 'strapped for
cash' when we pay so much money to go
here," said Meghanne Malinowski, '06.
Not all students are looking for drastic
change with a new chief in Bellarmine.
"I don't like it when things change
too much. I hope nothing extreme happens
with the induction of the new president,"
said Luke Kloza '06.
The one student on the Search Committee
- FUSA president Kevin Neubauer '05 - did
not specifically comment on what he is looking for in a president but stressed that he will
try to represent the student body to its fullest
during the selection process. "I look forward
to hearing more from students," he said.
Faculty members express different
concerns for the new president, especially
regarding academics on campus.
Academic Vice President Orin Grossman describes his hopes for Father Kelley's
successor as "someone who understands the
centrality of the academic mission of the
institution, as Father Kelley has always

Deal#l
Two X-Large
2-Topping Pizzas

registration
CONTINUED FROM P.
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understood it."
An expansion of academics, and not
only academic buildings on campus, is
central for growth within the university
community, according to some.
"We need a stronger endowment, and
now that we have so many great buildings
and facilities on campus, I hope the next
capital campaign will focus on academics," said Professor Robbin Crabtree, chair
of the communications department. "We
need more faculty and hopefully some of
these will come in the form of endowed
professorships. We need more and upgraded
classroom space and it would be nice if our
classrooms were wired or even wireless."
Faculty members also hope the new
president will be more visibly immersed
within the academics and academic opportunities of Fairfield.
"I'd like to see a president take an active
interest in the academic side of the university - by attending lectures by distinguished
guests, hosting academic events, and seeking donors to fund academic programs,"
said Professor Lisa Newton, chair of the
applied ethics and environmental studies

Deal #2
III

GROSSMAN

Luge 1-Topping Pizza &
20 Buffalo Wings OR
Domino's Pizza Buffalo
Chicken Kickers'"
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Deal #4
Large 2-Topping Pizza, 10 Buffalo
Wing», an Order of Cinna Slbc\
Cheesy Bread, A Garden Salad

Deal #5
2 Medium 2-Toppin.g
Pizzas & an Order of
Domino's Dots'"

NEWTON

departments at Fairfield.
Students and faculty should not expect
changes within Fairfield immediately after
a new president is appointed, according to
some.
"University culture changes very slowly," said Newton. "It will be a while before
any new president can change the culture."
The chair of the Presidential Search
Committee, Edward Glynn, S.J., said he is
looking for someone who embodies Fairfield and its purpose as an institution.
"The Board of Trustees is committed to
selecting a Jesuit who embodies our vision
and ambition for Fairfield University, someone who will be the University's ambassador
to the world, who clearly has the ability to
communicate to all constituencies our 'Vision of Fairfield,'" Glynn stated in an e-mail
addressed to the student body.
The 14-member Search Committee
consists of Glynn as chair, as well as six
university trustees, three members of the
faculty, a member of the university's administrative staff, the FUSA president, an
alumni representative and a representative
of the Society of Jesus. The panel hopes
to choose a successor in time for the next
school year.
Members of the committee are confident in their ability to seek out the right
individual for the job.
"I am confident that the committee will
represent the needs of all its constituencies,"
said Neubauer.

According to Scott, the decision to
increase the monetary amounts of the
scholarships was to be more competitive with other schools.
However, some students believe that
the Presidential Scholarship was more
competitive in its previous format.
"I was offered scholarships to a few
universities and one of the reasons that
I chose Fairfield over other schools was
because they offered me preferential registration," said Ben Manchak '05.
In fact, the perk of preferential
registration for its scholars had made
Fairfield unique from other universities.
Sacred Heart University and Marist College also offer academic scholarships to
their students ranging anywhere from
$3,000 to $12,000, but without the other
benefits Fairfield has offered.
Although Scott added that the
addition of money to the scholarships
was not to compensate for taking away
the registration from the Presidential
Scholars, scholars believe that the university may have taken away an essential
privilege given to those who earned the
scholarships through their work in high
school.
"With the preferential registration
in my scholarship I never had a problem
getting into the classes I needed to graduate," said Dan Giroux '04. "It's the best
part of the scholarship."
Despite the changes, groups that
will continue to receive preferential
registration include University Fellows
Scholars, varsity athletes, nursing majors, RA's and the debate team.
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Deal #6
2 Large
Cheese Pizzas

V CLASSIFIEDS
*** ACT NOW! Book 11 people, get 12th
trip free. Visit the official website for
spring break '04. The best deals to the
hottest destinations. Group discounts for
6+ www.springbreakdiscounts.com or
800-838-8202.
Sports Teams
Clubs - Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with
a proven CampusFundraiser 3 hour
fundraising event. Our free programs
make fundraising easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so
get with the program! It works. Contact
CampusFundraiser at (888) 923-3238, or
visit www.campusfundraiser.com
Spring Break - Nassau/Paradise Island,
Cancun, Jamaica and Acapulco from
$489.Air, Hotel, Transfers, Parties and
More! Organize small group- earn FREE
TRIPS plus commissions! Call 1-800GET-SUN-1

Spring Break 2004- Travel with STS,
America's #1 Student Tour Operator to
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas
and Florida. Now hiring on-campus reps.
Call for group discounts. Information/
Reservations 1 -800-648- 4849 or
www.ststravel.com.
Two bedroom furnished apartment in
Fairfield. Cathedral ceiling, skylights,
carpets. All utilities included except
heat. Perfect for 2 quiet students of
professionals. No smokers. Security
deposit, references required. Price:
$1,100,333-1415.
USASPRINGBREAK.com
Cancun, Bahamas, Acapulco, Jamaica &
more! Don't be fooled! Go with quality &
experience!
28 years in business
Largest Student Tour Operator
(Division of USA Student Travel)

Call 1-877-460-6077
Now hiring Campus Reps

Place a classified ad for as low as $15 for 20 words!
MUosh^l^
SWStTV
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Diet craze causes caution with consuming carbs
BY KRISTINE LYNCH

Do you count carbs when you go out
to eat?
The Atkins diet and the South Beach
diet are the popular diets that seem to have
struck the Fairfield area hard. Some students
are hooked on such high protein/fat and low
carbohydrate diets because of the fast, significant weight loss.
"My roommate and I have been on it
[the Atkins diet] for four weeks. We both
lost five pounds the first week," said an
anonymous junior student.
Because beer and pizza are so regularly
consumed by college students, many question how easy it is to follow these diets.
"Well, I used to eat a ton of pizza and
ice cream, and of course beer," said another
anonymous female student testing out the
Atkins diet. "But I just drink hard alcohol,
Diet Coke, and lots of steak now."
The Barone Campus Center food
service is aware of the healthy-eating
craze permeating campus and decided to
post the nutritional information for most
foods.
Sodexho actually mandates that all
nutritional information is made available
for all clientele.
Although the Sky Ranch Grill offers
French fries and hamburgers, Jen Belcher,

the Stag retail dining manager, says that they
didn 't choose Burger King or other fast food
companies for the Stag because Sky Ranch
is much fresher and offers an overall better
product.
The Stag hasn't changed its menu much
because according to Belcher they have to
maintain the branded concept that Sky
Ranch provides.
"We have been offering more salads
this year," said Belcher. "There are plenty
of healthy alternatives if students choose to
watch what they eat."
Although the BCC is trying to accommodate those watching their figure, students
think that living in the townhouse or at the
beach is easier to following the diet.
"I think its much easier living in the
townhouses and being on a diet because
then you buy your own food rather than
having the things you can't eat out in
front of you, "said an anonymous female
student.
If a dieter ventures off campus or decides to dine out don't think that the diet is
doomed.
Restaurants and grocery stores are
conforming to the dieters' needs. Trader
Joe's devotes practically an entire aisle
to heath bars including ones made by the
Atkins company.
Other local restaurants have altered

Regina Lawrence/The Mirror

Healthy eating: Angelo Marini, an employee of "What's Cooking?," takes an order from
a customer.
menu options to ensure the Atkins dieters
stay within their low-carbohydrate regimen.
"What's Cooking?," located on the
Post Road in Fairfield, offers an Atkins
diet special everyday. It consists of usually
a sandwich on low carbohydrate bread (approximately four grams) or a platter of tuna
or egg salad.
"It's abig seller. If people don't order the
special, many order sandwiches without the
bread," said Angelo Marini, worker at What's

Cooking. "Salad sales have picked up too."
According to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, there has been a 10 percent
increase in the demand for beef products
since 1998. Because the Atkins diet prohibits carbohydrates, dieters stock up on
meat and fish.
"It can get expensive," says one of the
anonymous Fairfield dieters. "My refrigerator is stocked with steak and shrimp. I try
and look for sales, but that usually doesn't
happen."

SO...
DON'T BE LEFT IN THE DARK

psychology, huh?

WHEN YOU PAY FOR COLLEGE
There are 250,000 ways to pay for
college with our Scholarship Channel.

»arch over 250,000 scholarships
base
scholarship
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and advice

Way to go buddy.
You finally worked up the nerve to talk to that girl from Psych 101,
but you still sounded like a doofus with nothing intelligent to say.
That's where we come in.

visit our website and subscribe to the Email Edition.
Youll get the latest campus news, college sports,
and calendar events delivered right to your inbox.
RHed with intelligent topics...
Subscribe to the Email Edition today!
www.fairfieldmirror.com/scholarships
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Student life committee plans
to look into undercover officers
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

"It was an unfortunate incident," said
Fry. "Sometimes we receive stories from
journalism classes and we edit them for
content, but it's impossible for us to check
every fact in the story."
"At some point, you just have to trust
your writers. But in the future, we will
scrutinize stories like this more closely,"
said Fry.
Although there were factual errors
in the story, Fry stressed that the campus
should not lose sight of what was true in
the story.
"We deeply regret any factual errors,
but the main basis of the story remains
true, and we shouldn't lose sight of that,"
said Fry.
When asked about security's practices
of using undercover officers, many students
disapproved.
"I think that having officers going
undercover deteriorates the relationship
between them and students," said Chris
Steiner '05. "I had no idea there were officers doing that here."
Schimpf admits that information about
the program should be more public, but defends the practice.
"We should have a statement in the
handbook regarding this issue and will
definitely include it in future statements.
However, undercover security officers are
utilized in a majority of schools," he said.
"We feel that it gives us the best chance to
deter crime by using a mix of uniformed and
non-uniformed officers."
Yet some feel that the practice should
at least be reviewed.
"The school should at least evaluate
how useful this system is and whether or
not it is worth having if it makes the students
more suspicious of security," said Steiner.
FUSA feels the issue is important
enough to look at in closer detail.
"The executive board discussed the
issues surrounding undercover security officers and student rights in general as they
pertain to security," said FUSA President
Kevin Neubauer '05. "We are planning to
meet with representatives from the Security
Department to get more information."
The administration itself is also planning on looking at the practice closer.
Though Fairfield President Aloysius P. Kelley, S. J. declined to comment on the subject,
the Student Life Committee, which consists
of faculty and students, plans on looking into
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the issue at an upcoming meeting.
"I have asked Phil Greiner, Chair of the
Student Life Committee, to put this matter
on the agenda for our next meeting of early
December," said Marie-Agnes Sourieau, a
French professor and member of the committee.
Other members of the committee also
felt strongly about the issue.
"I do not think it is necessary for security to routinely go 'undercover,' though I
could see where the technique could be useful in certain cases," said Dr. Paul Caster, an
accounting professor. "I could see where an
undercover operation might be necessary to
catch the thieves. But on a day to day basis,
I am against the policy as a major violation
of privacy."
Schimpf maintains that the use of
undercover officers is a "relatively rare
circumstance."
"We have only used non-uniformed
officers twice this school year, and have
not used any within the last five weeks,"
Schimpf said. "There is no need to review
the program. It is utilized judiciously and
is a reasonable course of action to protect
students on campus."
When asked whether the system acts
more to catch students than deter them,
Schimpf said it made little difference.
"Sending out non-uniformed officers is
not very effective at catching students, they
can generally figure out they are there," he
said. "It is more a disadvantage to nonstudents who may try to violate the code of
conduct or state law on campus. Whoever
security is looking for, we hope the system
acts as a deterrent if people know there is a
chance they could be apprehended even if
they do not see security."
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ESSAY CONTEST 2004

THE ELIE WIESEL

PRIZE IN ETHICS
SUGGESTED TOPICS

Reflect on the most profound, moral dilemma you have encountered
and analyze what it has taught you about ethics.
How can human beings move beyond hate and violence?
Explore how writing can be an ethical activity.
Wliat ethical issue concerns you the most and
what concrete proposals would you make to deal with it?

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 5, 2003
ELIGIBILITY: FULL-TIME UNDERGRADUATE JUNIORS
AND SENIORS DURING THE FALL 2003 SEMESTER
Students must complete an Entry Form along with their Faculty Sponsor.
Any interested professor may act as a Faculty Sponsor and endorse the
quality and authenticity of the student's essay. In addition, students are
asked to include a letter from their Registrar verifying eligibility.
FIRST PRIZE: $5,000
SECOND PRIZE: $2,500 THIRD PRIZE: $1,500
HONORABLE MENTIONS: $500 EACH

Contest entry form, detailed guidelines and
further information are available online at
www.eliewieselfoundation.org, or by
sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope to:
The Elie Wiesel Prize in Ethics
The Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity
529 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1802
New York, NY 10017
Telephone: 212.490.7777

The Career Planning Center wishes to
acknowledge General Electric and Joe
Hanlon '87 for supporting Fairfield's
campus recruiting programs. •
Congratulations to the members of the
Class of 2004 who have accepted offers
from GE for the Financial Management
Program: Frank Marx '04 and Colin
Torrance '04.

It's dough time:

Student loans are one of the few
constants in the world. Unlike credit card
payments, which can be forgiven if you
declare bankruptcy, student loans are not
excused except in the event of your death,
in which case they become someone else's
problem.
Half of Fairfield students have taken out
loans to pay for college. After a six month
grace period following graduation, students
have to start repaying federal loans that can
total anywhere from $3,000 to $100,000.
"I'm definitely worried about paying
back my loans," said Karen Seavers '05. "I
haven't been able to have a job on campus,
and I don't have any money to pay with
after I graduate."
In the 2003 graduating class, 49 percent
of students borrowed some type of loan and
the average indebtedness of those students
was $25,194.
Fairfield is not the lender when it comes
to student loans, rather they ensure that students are eligible for loans by evaluating
the FAFSA form that all students fill out to
receive financial aid. The forms are then
sent to Sallie Mae, the nation's leading
company in education finance who then
distribute the loans.
Payments for loans start six months after graduation and are paid off in monthly
increments.

"The grace period is for graduates to get
their feet on the ground, get employed and
then enter repayment," said Senior Associate Director of Financial Aid Erin Chiaro.
If a graduate falls into economic hardship then the loan can be deferred for a time
or if a student goes into graduate school or
medical school, but the loans will eventually
have to be paid back.
"I plan on deferring my loans for
medical school if I can get in," said Rob
Keder '04.
"They'll be put off for four years and
compiled with the student loans I take out
for med school, and then I'll pay it back the
same way all doctors do, by taking forever,"
Keder said.
If you do not go to graduate school and
the government does not consider you to
be in economic hardship, then you have to
find some other way of making those payments. The Sallie Mae Web site offered a
few tips:
Make a budget- a budget that includes
paying the monthly fee on your loans.
Consolidate your loans- this will give
you a lower interest rate
Pay on time- if payments are late then
this can result in bad credit
Stay in contact with Sallie Mae- if you
even think that you are going to be late on a
payment, call Sallie Mae. They are flexible
with payments as long as they are aware of
the situation.
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Staged Stag protest:
Students demand change at Fairfield

Students seek advise about loan repayments
BY EILEEN ARNOLD

NOVEMBER
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BY ASHLEIGH EGAN

action outside, the guerilla theater participants addressed their various complaints.
Protestors advocated better food quality, reductions in the cost of education and
more money devoted to financial aid and
quality professors.
One protestor, dressed as the "Big
Bad Stag" also appeared in a Three Pigs
scenario about housing on campus.
Those living in forced triples in the
quad, moldy apartments and water damaged townhouses were told by the Stag
that instead of fixing the situation "I'll
huff and I'll puff and I'll raise your room
and board!"
But why chose to hold a guerilla theater protest outside the FUSA office for a
class project?
"There were a few problems about
Fairfield that we felt needed to be addressed," said McHugh. "We had to connect the project to the 1960s so we chose to
base it on a guerilla theater protest, and we
chose to attack FUSA because they most
directly represent the students."
Student reaction was one of surprise
and interest.
"I was walking through the BCC and
saw people gathering and went to see what
was going on," said Adam Klich '06.
"I heard them talking about all this
stuff about Fairfield, and I really agree with
what they were doing," Klich said.

"I am Fairfield University!"
"Damn the man!"
These are not phrases commonly
heard around Fairfield University, especially on a Sunday evening in the Barone
Campus Center. However they were heard
loud and clear this past Sunday evening
in the form of a guerilla theater protest in
front of the FUSA office.
The protest, performed by Patrick
McHugh '06, Ryan Ferris '05, Nicole
Smith '04 and Veronica Tarasco '06,
touched on such popular topics of student
complaint as the increasing cost of tuition,
poor quality of Fairfield's food, and lack of
financial aid. The guerilla theater protest
was held as a project for the interdisciplinary art/history class Examining the
1960's.
The four performers entered the lower
level of the BCC from four different directions, screaming "I am Fairfield University!" while a crowd of approximately 30
students looked on, with more gathering
on the upper level of the BCC.
Once gathered in front of the FUSA
office, where FUSA members were inside
having their weekly meeting, the theatrical
protest began.
While FUSA members sat in their office paying little noticeable attention to the
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The Hospital of Saint Raphael is offering a STUDENT NURSE TECHNICIAN
orientation for students actively enrolled in a Registered Nurse program, and who have
completed one clinical rotation.

DATE: Monday, December 22,2003
We have positions available on most units for per diem student nurse technicians. We provide paid
orientation and training which includes EKG and phlebotomy skills! This position provides you an
excellent opportunity to enhance your patient care skills, as well as to become more familiar with
hospital procedures and medical terminology.
The starting salary is $12.00 per hour, plus generous differentials of $1.50 more per hour on weekends,
$ 1.50 more per hour on the evening shift, and $1.75 more per hour on the night shift.
We welcome your questions and encourage you to call for a copy of our Student Nurse Technician
brochure. To arrange an interview, please submit a completed application at your earliest convenience to:

Alcohol Research Center/VA Connecticut Healthcare System

HEALTHY PEOPLE

whose father is/was a heavy drinker
Ages 21-30
You may be eligible for a research project
testing the brain's reaction to alcohol.
Upon completion you may be referred to other studies.

$150/ per test day 3 test days
free physical and blood tests
For further information call:

Pat Colby, RN, Nurse Recruiter or Chuck Aprea, RN, Nurse Recruiter
1450 Chapel Street • New Haven , CT 06511
FAX: 203.789.3359 • Or Call: 800.322.2380
We look forward to receiving your application!
We are an equal opportunity employer, and encourage diversity M/F/D/V.

(203) 932-5711 Ext. 5318
Evenings (203) 464-8568
All
calls are confidential
HSS#0017IP, 0022IP HIC #12310 Ref. #06
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Editor: Tara Lynch
E-mail: themirror@stagweb

BEATLE
MANIA!

A new DVD. A remixed album.
It's been over 30 years since The Beatles
first made their mark, but their legacy continues to this day.
Here, The Mirror honors the Fab Four, the music they made, and the
everlasting impression they left on the world.

1

The man, the myth, the 'Legend
BY BRIAN LYNCH

While most Mirror readers
can appreciate the music of The
Beatles and John Lennon, very
few were actually alive, much
less attended a concert
of theirs, when they
were at their prime.
For any music fan,
seeing a band live is
absolutely definitive,
and as any Beatles
fan will tell you,
hearing their live
j^ music is a
thrill.
But,
since two out
of the Fab Four
are pushing up
daisies, the closest
that the younger
generations of
Beatles fans can
get to seeing them
live is through
videos such as
"Lennon Legend:
The Very Best of John
Lennon."

The first performance track on Lennon Legend
is one of Lennon's better known songs made postBeatledom; "Imagine." Most fans recognize the
minutes of John and Yoko walking through the park,
and the white piano. The sound quality of the song,
as well as the others on the DVD, is top-notch. If you
have 5.1 stereo, you're in for one hell of a treat. But
the real fun begins with some of the other tracks, like
"Instant Karma."
All of the tracks that take place in the recording
studio or with a hand camera are definitely worth
getting this DVD for; "Instant Karma" by itself is a
great song, but just seeing the atmosphere that it came
into being with is amazing. Lennon at a funked-out
piano, the infamous Plastic Ono Band in full assembly,
and Yoko herself crocheting - while blindfolded,
actually.
I enjoyed watching "Working Class Hero"
thoroughly, and thought that the visuals really
complimented the song itself, much like "Merry XMas (War is Over)." Although that had no Lennonrelated material in it aside from the song, some of the
images you'll see will send chills down your spine.
The only weak one in the bunch is "Cold
Turkey." It really rubbed me the wrong way, because
somebody along the line (perhaps the eccentric Mrs.
Ono herself) dropped the single version of "Cold
Turkey" in the place of the live audio from the same
concert. What also puts a damper on the entire video
is that, through Ono's influence, the DVD serves
as more of a memoir of a free thinker who was
dedicated to his idyllic (albeit twisted) wife, and how
he was so cruelly ripped away from the world on that
fateful December 8th. A better approach would have
been to use one particularly sad track, such as
"Starting Over," as a reminder of his passing,
and make the rest of the DVD's tracks each a
legacy to a different aspect of his life - John
the thinker, John the rebel, John the father/
family man, and John the musician.
Overall, it's a solid DVD. The sound
quality is great, the videos are very well done,
and the only gripes lie with how it's presented,
the choices made in its production, and, much
like his life, what could have been instead.

DVD DATA
Rating:

DVD:
Lennon Legend:
The Very Best of
John Lennon
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Fairfield professors reflect on the Beatles

44

"I'm really glad that most of the songs dealt with love, peace, understanding. There's hardly anyone that says: 'Go
on, kids, tell them all to sod off Leave your parents.' It's all very 'All You Need is Love' or John's 'Give Peace
a Chance.' There was a spirit of good spirit behind it all, which I'm very proud of. Anyways... it were a grand
thing, the Bealtes. " - Paul McCartney
JJ

They changed everything...
BY DR. JOHN ORMAN

Why did the Beatles hold an important place in my
youth? Because the Beatles changed everything.
I was really down after the assassination of John Kennedy and then along came the Beatles. They changed people's
dress, hair style, social relations. The changed the focus of
"rock and roll" to rock and pop. They influenced Dylan to
go electric and Dylan got them stoned. If Dylan can be given
credit for liberating the lyrics of rock music, then the Beatles
should get credit for liberating the music of rock.
They revolutionized the rock industry and I like John
Lennon's politics, or was it that he liked mine?
Though they lacked Jagger's rock theatricality and they
did not write as well as Dylan to my ears, the Beatles had

an impact on rock music that far exceeded that of any other
group or soloist.
Young white Americans wanted to form their own bands
after hearing what the Beatles were doing. Sport starts started
taking a back seat to rock starts. The Beatles changed American pop culture forever.
Their impact is all around us today.
Dr. John Orman, professor of
politics, is the author of "Politics
of Rock Music" (1984) and the
upcoming "Politics of Rock Music Revisited" (2004).

Crumbs of greatness
BY BRIAN

Q.

TORFF

There is a saying that "Popularity is
the crumbs of greatness." There are many
musicians who achieve a level of celebrity
and that achievement stops there. Looking
back at the Beatles, they not only altered the
sound of western music, they changed the
times in which we lived.
After the Kennedy assassination they
lifted our spirits and gave us hope with their
charm, sense of joy, and above all, their
music. It is ironic that an English pop group
could give America their music back in a
fresh new form, but as the American top
40 had grown stale and overly-commercial
(sound familiar?) the Beatles turned our to
be an artistic tidal wave, and not a hulahooped hype as our parents first thought.
More than a pop group, they proved
themselves to be a hard-working and extraordinary group of musicians, vocalists,
and above all composers who never learned
to read music, but knew inherently how to
create it, all with a sense of humor.
The unique human chemistry that existed in the Beatles intersected with their
producer George Martin, allowing for
new, experimental approaches to be taken
in pop music where none had previously
gone. They could not have created Sergeant
Peppers alone, and Martin was the catalyst
to translate the raw ideas into a bigger and
wider version.
By bringing world music styles such
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as Indian sitar music into a pop format,
the Beatles opened the door to the creative
rock phase of the mid-sixties until the early
seventies. What days those were.
After seeing them perform on Ed Sullivan, it was my dream (and millions of others) to play instruments, form bands, dream
dreams. We all got guitars, and even if you
didn't 'make it' you had a lot of fun.
Our culture had been changed and there
was no turning back, but more than trendsetting, the spiritual and social consciousness that the Beatles would adopt made us
think, something that happens all too rarely
in popular music of today.
There is a famous jazz club in
London called 'Ronnie Scotts,'
and just before they hit it big in
America, the Beatles stopped at
the bar for a drink. The audi
ence turned their attention
from the bandstand to turn
around and stare at the young
lads. John, Paul, George and
Ringo finished their drinks,
got up and left, and as one
writer described it, "they
took the air with them."
That air is in their music.
Brian Q. Torff is a
professor of music and a
member of the band Thunderstick.
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'"Across the Universe.' I love the philosophical attitude
of centeredness and living in a world that is ever rapidly
changing. People need that feeling. That song expresses
how I live in such a crowded world yet I'm real and valid
that I have a place, and I'm not angry for being so small
in comparison. I also love the imagry in the song — what
great lines." - Dr. James Mullan
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Naked Ambition:
most bare. Instead, it seemed to be the final
nail in the coffin of the greatest band of all
And now, finally, after 33 years, The time.
Beatles as nature intended.
The recording of the album had been
"Let it Be... Naked" is the classic "Let so overwrought and so forced that there was
it Be" album which has been loved for years, hardly even an album at all, just hours of
but given a hot shower and a good shave. The recordings. Phil Spector was brought in by
album has been cleaned up and remixed and John Lennon and George Harrison to try and
restored to sound the way it was
salvage the recordings - to somehow
planned to sound, and the results
DATA turn these miles and
are fantastic.
miles of tape of The
Some history: Just a few
Rating:
Beatles rehearsing
months after the autumn of 1968
songs incessantly
release of The Beatles double
album "The Beatles," known by
into an album.
most fans as The White Album,
What Spector
Artist: The Beatles ended up doing was
Paul McCartney gave a ring to the
completely violatother three members of the band,
Album:
telling them they needed to get
ing the concept of
Let it Be... Naked
organized and recording on a new
the album: he added
album with concept: The Beatles
back-up singers and
Label:
at their most bare.
an orchestra track
Apple/Capitol
to "The Long and
The Beatles would jam toWinding Road," he
gether on new songs in a rehearsal
space, Twickenham Film Studios, and once changed the key and recorded a ridiculous
the songs were polished enough, record and female choir for "Across the Universe," and
tour supporting the new album. There would included the superfluous recordings of the
be no overdubs on this album, no double traditional song "Maggie Mae" and the jamtracking, no orchestra tracks or any kind of song "Dig It" to the album. In the end, he did
polish to the album. In addition, McCartney succeed in turning the entire mess of the Let
envisioned an elaborate camera crew filming it Be sessions into a slightly tidier mess of the
every moment of the process and eventually Let it Be album, but it was far from what the
releasing a feature film to supplement the band originally agreed upon.
So, it's with "Let it Be.. .Naked" that we
album in theatres.
Regardless of whether or not it was a finally hear the album as it was intended to
be: stripped down, bare, and honest. And the
good idea, the band
recordings sound infinitely better.
.agreed, and what
"Naked" sounds so good, and
resulted was a
so clear, and
so
"Let it Be"
which was
far from
The
Beatles
at their
BY KEITH WHAMOND

Disc
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"Let it Be" gets remade
over three decades after its original release
much better than the original "Let it Be" that
I have to pinch myself at times. Each track has
been completely remixed and "un-produced,"
removing almost all of the production Spector
was accountable for.
Many of the tracks on "Naked" are in
fact live recordings of the famous Apple offices rooftop concert from late January 1969.
"Dig a Pony," "I've Got a Feeling," "One
After 909," "Get Back," and "Don't Let Me
Down," which was previously not included
on the album, are all live concert tracks. The
sound quality on the live recordings are stunning. I've never heard any live album sound
this good, let alone one recorded over 30
years ago. McCartney's thumping bass lines
and Lennon's beautiful vocals are all crisp and
clear, and Billy Preston's excellent keyboard
work is now prominent on the songs.
"Across the Universe" has been transformed into basically a Lennon solo acoustic
track, with the orchestra overdubs having been
removed and the phase taken off his voice.
This completely changes the song for the better, it now sounds much more personal and
sincere. That's not to say that the song is completely devoid of any production - there is a
progressive echo placed on John's voice as the
song fades out, making the chant of "Jai guru
deva, om" sound something like a thousand
Transcendentalists chanting in the valleys
of the Himalayas in Rishikesh, north India.
It's simply beautiful. "Across the Universe"
has always been one of my favorite Beatles
songs, and now it finally gets the treatment it
deserves.
The

track that enjoys the most improvement is
"The Long and Winding Road." The song on
"Naked" is a completely different take from
the one that appeared on the original "Let it
Be." McCartney's creamy vocals have never
sounded so good, and Preston's incredible
keyboard solo, which wasn't even included
on the previous recording, completely changes
the song.
It's hard to argue against McCartney for
remixing the album. Still, it's easy to argue
that the entire project may just be Paul's ego
running away with him. From the moment
the album was first released, McCartney has
always said that Phil Spector ruined the album
and that he would never have agreed to the
production on his songs. Now that John and
George, the two people who hired Spector, are
no longer with us, perhaps McCartney saw this
as the perfect opportunity to finally get the
album to sound the way he wanted it. to.
Gone are the sound clips between the
songs, who were mostly said by John, and
were at times flat out mocking Paul (such as
John's introduction to Paul's ballad "Let it
Be": "And now, we'd like to do 'Hark, the
Herald Angels Come'"). With these omissions
also go some of the charm of the original album. The scruffiness of the songs is no longer
there, which was part of reasons to love the
original album.
Still, if some of that charm is sacrificed
to hear these songs in such excellent quality,
I'm all for it.
This is The Beatles sounding their best.
The songs on this album are some of the best
John, Paul, and George have written, and they
sound gorgeous. If you're even remotely interested in music, pick this album up.

PUS
MARSHALL'S LAW
ALISON MARSHALL

All I want for
Christmas
is my sanity...
It's that special time of year
again. No, not the time when one
starts dreaming of turkey dinner or
is in awe of the Christmas displays
created by stores the day after Halloween. It is "Crunch Time."
It is not midterm or final's
week that students dread. It is the
dead-zone between midterms and
finals that is terrifying, as a flurry
of papers, projects and registration
descend upon the student body. A
little-known fact: professors meet
secretly on a dark and stormy night
and conspire to wear our nerves and
break our young spirits:
"I assigned a 10 page paper to
be due the 24th."
"I assigned a 40 minute presentation for the 18th. Move your
paper up to the 18th. Suzy won't
know what to do!"
"I'm refusing to sign anyone
into my class. Looks like Timmy
won't graduate!"
This time of year is stressful.
The papers, projects and registration process take their toll, but so
does unfinished Christmas shopping, the declining weather and,
for seniors, the impending threat of
adulthood. "Crunch Time" is not
merely a product of my imagination; there are physical symptoms.
Men look as if they've lost their
razor blades, women dare to walk
around campus sans make-up and
Bebe apparel, and both sexes sport
sexy raccoon eyes after several allnighters. Last week, a classmate
and I were analyzing our syllabus
and figuring out where unused
unexcused absences could fit.
"Well, we only meet once
Thanksgiving week, I have to go."
"You can't skip the 20th or 4th
though, because we have quizzes."
"I can only use one, then. Okay.
The 17th. I can skip it and work
on my senior thesis and sociology
paper." Unfortunately, my scheme
was all for naught, as my computer
has become comatose. (However, I
made pancakes that morning).
We must do what we have
always done: bitch and moan
and threaten to leave school, but
ultimately lock ourselves into our
rooms for days, composing masterpiece after masterpiece. Most will
get through it and will forget the
horror of mid- to late-November
until the cycle resumes next year.
My advice: work hard, take
much-needed breaks, and pray
that medical science will give us
an intravenous coffee drip.
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Ever-present conflict haunts Irish neighborhoods
BY STEPHANIE COX

Editor's Note: The capital
city of Belfast certainly conjures
violent images between Loyalist
and Republican extremists. Its
complicated history and politics
have been branded on our minds
by media headlines for decades.
Mirror writer Stephanie Cox
is studying in Ireland this semester,
and she felt she could not leave the
country without getting afirsthand
account of a complex and tragic
city. Notorious for 'the troubles,'
and famous for its murals, Belfast
left her with many haunting images
that she will never forget.
Ironically, they call it a "peace
wall." It towers almost 50 feet in
height.
Yet divisions run deeper and
infiltrate neighborhoods, where
elaborately painted murals have also
helped in keeping Northern Ireland's
capital city, Belfast, divided.
The government built the wall
to prevent activists on both sides
from committing crimes and then
disappearing back into their own
communities. The soaring wall,
made of brick and concrete base
with a metal grating, has stood for
the last 30 years.
Homes closest to the wall have
put up wire netting to attempt to
deflect petrol bombs, rocks,

bottles and other objects that can
be thrown over the wall during
times of conflict. Iron gates close
off neighborhood streets to prevent
drive-by shootings.
It is a neighborhood where
children hang ropes on lamp posts
to make swings. There are no public parks because parents are afraid
of their children being targeted.
Taxi systems have been
replaced by bus systems due to
extensive bombings in the past.
Camera systems have been installed to track travelling within
and between neighborhoods.
The walls and murals in these
neighborhoods are meant to mark
territory, as are the colors painted
on street curbs. Red, white and
blue are derived from the British
flag; representing loyalty to the
British crown. Green and orange
symbolize the flag of the Irish
republic.
The Protestant murals are
more militant in style than the
Catholic murals.
The one that left the greatest
impression on me was a haunting
image of a grim reaper with a gun
and British flag. Others included
machine guns, the red hand of
Ulster, and the words, 'Our revenge will be the laughter of our
children.'
In a Catholic neighborhood,
a mural depicts the Potato Fam-
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Grim memories fuel conflict: A mural on the "Peace wall" in Belfast.
ine that plagued the country from
1845-1849. A woman is holding
a dying child in her arms, and a
'coffin ship' is beneath her.
A more recent Catholic mural
is one illustrating the Hunger Strike
of 1981, during which Catholics,
including Bobby Sands, died in
protest of the conditions of their
arrest and detainment.
It is chilling to drive through
these neighborhoods and to

think of the turmoil and tension
in which these people live their
daily lives. The murals point to
people and events in history that
mark a troubled past and perhaps,
an uncertain future.
Current frustrations of peace
talks prove how important it is for
northerners to retain their individual
identities and continue to defend
their territory. There is no denying
the visible hatred and impenetrable

Roommate rivalries rock our quiet campus
BY ALEAH GRAZIANO

Remember meeting your roommate for
the first time and all the nervous smiles and
extreme politeness that became a regular part
of your conversations? Person A: "Excuse me,
sorry to bother you while you are reading, but
would you mind if I put the TV on and kept the
volume low?" Person B: "Of course not! Go
right ahead..."
As the semester progressed, a certain phenomenon swept through our campus, resulting
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Nightmare on North Benson: Hellish roommates are a scream...

in a drastic change in the initial dorm room
atmosphere.
Gone is the remarkable politeness, the
ability to compromise, and the happy-go-lucky
attitude of the person you are living with. So
here it is, examples of real life behaviors that
all roommates should avoid.
If you are one of the unfortunate many
who is forced to live with a socially-deprived
individual, I encourage you to casually tape
the following list to their pillow. Anonymous
sources have been used for obvious reasons.
Stuffed animals do not, let me repeat, do
not belong in "compromising" positions. All
right, I understand that everyone is into their
own thing, but you must recognize that waking
up seeing your stuffed animals holding each
other, or "really getting to know one another"
is going to freak us out just a bit.
"My roommate is usually gone when I wake
up in the morning and whenever I look at her
bed, her stuffed bear and monkey are...um...
embracing.. .1 feel like I'm on a hidden camera
show, I mean that is just not normal!"
Do not let the door slam shut when your
roommate is sleeping. Is it really that difficult to hold down the handle of the door when
you close it? I promise it will not require too
much effort on your part, and will allow your
roommate to not feel the urge to throw you out
a window!

"My roommate always comes back after
I'm in bed and is constantly in and out of the
room, letting the door slam each time. It is so
frustrating when I am trying to sleep and have
a test at 8 a.m. the next morning!"
Unless you agreed to share food, do not
eat your roommate's without asking. You are
developing kleptomaniac-binge eating tendencies by waiting for your roommate to leave,
then frantically stuffing your face with his/her
mom's homemade cookies!
"My dad brought me up one of those giant
tins of popcorn and I only ate out of it once.
I opened it the other day and almost half of it
was gone! How am I supposed to confront my
roommate about stealing popcorn?!"
Clothing is not optional. For the love
of God, please, please remain at least partially
clothed when your roommate is either in the
room or has the slightest chance of walking in
when you don't expect it.
"I had fallen asleep alone in my room and
woke up to find my roommate completely naked just standing there watching TV less than
3 feet from my bed! Needless to say, he was
almost as surprised as I was, and quickly started
babbling about how cold it was as I rolled my
eyes and pulled the blankets over my head,
trying to forget the image that will be forever
burned in my mind!"
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The campus quiz: How apathetic are youJ?
Student apathy is a big concern on
campus. Take the Real Deal quiz
to see if you been hating.
1. While registering you find out
one of your classes is closed:
A) Keep the hopes up for getting
the class next semester.
B) Try to get written in by the
professor.
C) Yell at the registration ladies
until they cry, and then steal all
the course booklets to spite them.
2. You are at a party, someone
takes the tap from you as you're
about to fill up your cup with
beer:
A) Graciously pump for them.
B) Feel angry, but wait for them
to finish.
C) Grab the tap back, strangle
them with it, and then fill up your
cup.
3. The men's basketball team
loses in the first round of the
MAAC tournament:
A) The other team deserved to
win.
B) Start looking forward to the
NCAA tournament.
C) Go get drunk with them; life
is over.

4. FUSA gets Baha Men for the
spring concert:
A) Sounds fun, you'll let the dogs
out.
B) Eh, at least it's not Nick
Carter.
C) You'll go, but only to throw dog
feces at the group.
5. Once again you can't swipe
into the apartments and you
are locked out:
A) This is great security for out
school.
B) It's cold and the call boxes don't
work. This sucks.
C) Go see whoever is responsible
for this stupid idea, and then lock
them out of their office, so they
know how it feels.
6. Another parking ticket from
security:
A) Glad to see they are enforcing
parking rules.
B) Curse off security and then wait
for your parents to pay it.
C) Go find the "Ticket Nazi," and
then shave him bald.
7. Your RA writes you up for
boozing again.
A) You can't wait for the point
classes and community service.

THE REAL DEAL
MIKE THEILE

B) You are really pissed, but decide
to go get friendly with a 12-pack.
C) Black mail your RA with pictures of them drinking and then get
them fired. Payback's a bit**.
8. Barone a.k.a. "The Slop
House" gives you another terrible meal.
A) I think they provide many tasty
treats for everyone.
B) Looks like another meal of
over-cooked pasta, fro-yo, and
laxatives. You'll hit up the Stag
later.
C) Kidnap Joe Joe, and hold him
for ransom until Barone cooks
consistently good meals.

10. Your roommate is borrowing
your clothes and eating your
food again without asking:
A) Figure they meant to ask you,
so you are ok with it.
B) Once and awhile borrow or eat
something of theirs and then talk
to them about the situation.
C) Sell their clothes to the Salvation Army, and then use the money
to buy back the Easy Mac and
Wheat Thins they ate.
Tally up your score:
A) 1 point
B) 3 points
C) 5 points
1-13: What are you dead or

something? You are too relaxed
and you don't care about anything.
Get angry for a change and show
some emotion. Or else I am going to come and eat your Easy
Mac too.
14-35: You are middle of
the road. You hate when some
things happen, but realize there's
not much you can do, so you just
go with the flow. You have a good
attitude and you are not going to let
the small stuff get you down. Go
have some fun, you deserve it!
35-50: You are going insane!
Settle down! Take a breather, have a
drink, and try not to break anything.
You are a little high strung and it
seems like you hate everything.

9. You fail a big test:
A) Wow, the teacher threw a real
tricky one at you this time. Way
to go Prof!
B) This sucks, now you have to get
an A on the final. You are doomed,
better start studying, or drinking.
C) Burn all your books, give your
teacher a wedgie, and then apply
for a job at Wal-Mart. (They're
hiring!).

your can
Collectables
Just in time for the holidays...
Cool Gifts & Collectables
www.CGandC.com

Help the Ronald McDonald
House help little kids!
On Dec. 1, a representative from Circle K
will come to your room and collect your tabs!
Circle K meetings Monday nights @ 6 p.m., BCC 200
Contact Marta at 04_mmatselioukh@stagweb.fairfield.edu

Check out our website of vintage one of a kind items!
All Prices include free gift-wrap and card.
Accelerated shipping & Gift Certificates available too.

Instructions: Just select your gift, type in "GO STAGS,
and get your discounted price refund!

Hours:
Monday through Thursday
7:00pm-11:45pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00pm-12:45am
Sunday
7:00pm- 11:45pm
We accept
Dining Dollars
And
Stag Bucks

Sodexho
Campus Services
|:
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HE said / SHE said
Eric Walker

Danielle Koziura

When I get that feeling...
hiversity, here's
scenario. You meet a girl at a
party, make out with her, and get
her number. You wake up the next morning
and recall that you hooked up the night before, and after confirming with your friends
that she wasn't a pig, you decide to wait a
few days and call her back.
If all goes to plan, you meet up with her
at a party, pretend like you are interested in
what she's saying, and take her back to your
room before you drink too much to function.
Since the two of you have already hooked up,
it's easy enough to make a move. After two
minutes of kissing, you decide to get bold
and go for her pants. She quickly knocks
your hand away but since she obviously
doesn't understand, you try one more time
only to get the same result. To make her
happy, you resume kissing for an additional
two minutes until it's time to pass out.
A girl at Fairfield University whose
pants you can't get in after two tries is
pretty respectable; girlfriend material
maybe. If you see her a few more times
with no favorable results, you might even
start to like her because she obviously
doesn't give it up to just anybody. After
three or more hookups and no sex you are
left with two options.
Option one is to stop calling her and
aim for a girl that puts out. If serious play is
the only thing you're after, get out of there.

TO DR. ORMAN for registration help...to
two nights in a row of Erin's gourmet...to
Marissa sharing her pasta with me on
Saturday night... to prom pics before 200
Nights...to prom pics at 200 Nights... to
being saved while eating beef and wearing
someone else's coat and refusing to get off
the boat...to jaime taking a digger on the
front lawn at beaver dam...to booze hounds
who tell jokes in their sleep...to nurse p for
being the best hookup ever...to Jogues 4th
floor!! ITS BETTER ON TOP... to the mini
skirt mafia...its winter, wear pants.. .to Mulino's and KL, MC, KM's birthdays.. .to TH
107 especially Bone, Porcelain, Crackie,
Kerr-E, Ris ...to watching the Frosh
Rugby team puking into squares...to the
pillars night out...to Erin's homemade dinners, yes this time we mean you, Erin... to
boy scout chocolate caramel popcorn... to
Britney mania on TV and Britney's new
cd...to "Oh my God, I love Seth Cohen"...to
the Queen, my roommate misses you...to
Throwing a keg through the door...to the
return of Scroope.. .to the Haze .. .to dance
parties.. .to adding 2 tallies.. .to finding your
friend's mom's panties in the back of his
car.. .to J.P and Jason getting into 3eb.. .to
Forever Young by Steve Young...to Paris
Hilton on camera...to cuffs & cases at th
87!!... to Mo-money and Marty for being
good sports at cuffs and cases.. .to Sarah for
staying up past 9:00 on Saturday night.. .to
laundering our unmentionables in the kitty
1 itter box... to decorating our doorknobs... to

It's the shallow thing to do, but you'll save
time, money, and sexual frustration.
Option two is to start dating her, because
there's more to a college relationship than
sex, right? Some guys want a girl that doesn't
have much if any experience at all, even if
these girls are willing to go no further than
pages one and two in the Karma Sutra.
If you choose option two, God bless,
you're in for a long dry spell. She wants to
see how committed you are before taking the
next step. She is not going to fall for lines
like "Hey, did you know it's my birthday?"
or, "I've been waiting for the right girl and
I think you're it."
None of that Don Juan crap is going to
work on her, so prove yourself with your actions. Treat her with respect, because that's
what she deserves. Most importantly, don't
cheat. Cheaters have a special spot in hell
reserved for them next to kiddie-touchers and
collection agents.
If you feel like you still need some
sexual release, don't fret too much. Pom and
hand lotion were invented for relationships
like these. Take care of yourself and then
go back to thinking how rewarding it will be
when the two of you finally go at it. During
the time that you are celibate you might even
get the chance to learn about and respect this
girl, which is important for a relationship.
One more bright side: you're gonna develop
one impressive set of forearms.

Send in Cheers &
themirror@stagwel:
blanching.. .to beenie aka joe.. .to snappin a
pic of the turtle...to kate's exclamation in
the bathroom of the grape.. .to fuschia tendencies.. .to "I had braces!! !"...to fudgy the
whale...to the naut at soco...to the face book
we still use even though its senior year...to
theTH 87 main event...to the 2003 Case and
Cuff champions the QUIE-RUET UNIT..to
Jackie, simply amazing...to Chris and Kate,
fierce competitors...to DC not having a
lysp...to McNabb and the EAGLES: 7-3
baby!... to Dave getting a blumpkin...to
God creating Rueter on the eighth day...to
Philly's most unwanted...to Quie's skirt...to
townhouse tiki getting some 07 butt...to rittercrank losing his sac in two weeks... to
eman "the enforcer" dingo (the smoking
and drinking machine)...to flynn's Friday
night shirt.. .to knock out king Zeitz.. .to the
fine ladies of TH115.. .to Zeitz, will you be
my bodyguard?.. .to zeitz for trying to beat
up grade school kids... to gal way 2004, to
dying the hair of th 91 boys against their
will—you've been pinked!...to "why is
ethan embry playing the black guy?"...to
plant procreation...to "Saved By The Bell
DVDs"...to Pizzi, the real one!! we love
you!!... to sweet, wonderful you...

y.

One night, you go out with the girls
and you stumble across the guy
of your dreams. You have a few
drinks, he drives you home, and completely
respects you by merely giving you a kiss
on the cheek.
Now I know, ladies, as shocked as
you are, you're thinking, "Finally, a guy
I can actually bring home to my parents."
Great, right?
Well, this may sound perfect until you
realize that it has been three dates and all
you have gotten in the bedroom is merely
an hour-long make-out session. I am not
in middle school anymore—please reach
for the belt buckle.
If you ever have found yourself in
this situation, you may understand how
extremely frustrating this is. I may sound
like I have a penis at this point in time
but let's be realistic, girls need theirs
too. We just want it first, hence, constant
complaints from guys about girls being
"c***-teases."
But believe it or not, guys can be teases
too. Respect is great and all but there is a
time and a place for it. I don't expect you
to seduce me, trying to finagle your way
into my pants in front of my parents, but
when the lights go out, put out.
As much as girls won't talk about it,
we probably want sex almost as much as
guys. Now, maybe, guys, your insecurities

by Monday at 5 p.m.!
Mail: BoxAA
to running out of vodka, gin, wine, and
everything else at 200 nights...to boys
who tell you to "shush"...to Celine getting
more @$$ then any of her friends.. .to the
waitress in Archie Moore's who wouldn't
give Kristina her Greek Salad until after
we ate our burgers...to Napster's "We're
back" and having to pay... to rude housemates that make fun of you every second,
wall... to "1 can drive there, but I can't
promise I'll be able to drive home"...to
the trojan virus... to bras hanging up drying all over the house, classy real classy...to
Not reaching 100...to Getting written up
when we weren't home...to Not having a
soul...to Evil Craig...to Being sketchy...to
puking both nights...to blaming it on
marital... unidentified party injuries...to
breaking silverware...to shading out on
the late night techno party...to seeing pics
of 200 nights...to our senior pics being
sent home?...to oral presentations egg
experiments gone bad...to '"pooping" in
the bathroom with your partner...to E and
T shhhing me during CSI...to accounting
tests...to projectile vomit on people.. .to expired condoms...to chuck striking out...to
handcuffs...to 70% of our glasses no lonser

in the bedroom, lets just say, "feelings of
inadequacy," cause you to be shy or timid.
Boredom does set in and girls don't like
it.
Man up and be grateful with what
God has given you. Remember, as a mere
confidence booster, it's not the size of the
wand; it's the magic behind it.
Don't pretend to be Rico Suave or
some raging nymph if in actuality you are
a two pump chump. Eventually, the truth
will come out and there's no way to hide
the fact that you just aren't pleasing me in
the bedroom.
Every relationship demands some
sort of physical attraction. If it didn't,
you would be my best friend, not my
boyfriend. If you can't, or won't put out,
which I find extremely hard to believe if
guys think about sex every 15 seconds,
then you will find me with a set of wandering eyes.
Sex isn't everything, but it's pretty
damn close. Waiting to make sure you
have mutual feelings towards one another is definitely respectable. But once
a relationship has been established and
each party has come to an understanding
on where it's going, don't hold back and
have some fun.
Just think, Sting can have tantric sex
for 4 hours. You know you want that... we
all do.

existing...to no milkshakes...to weekend violence.. .to the sink at the Zoo.. .to the 700
SENIORS who were excluded from 200
nights.. .to undercover security at Fairfield.
how lazy are you?. ..to away messages that
nobody understands (aka Grant)...to crazy
roommates...to getting ready to miss everyone when you're studying abroad next
semester...to missing seniors already.. .to
being passive aggressive (she'll never figure it out)...to the fluctuating bacon egg
and cheese prices @ the waters edge...to
using the boos as a medium to have a chick
fight, smack each other and take your slut
bantering manifestos elsewhere.. .to people
trying to rap...to the freshman girls for
never going out...to "SG & The Mini
Skirt Mafia"...to "Jogues I Flooding with
Toilet Water"., .to the VS ANGELS- if you
were nice girls, you wouldn't get boos, the
only reason u are getting boos is because
everyone knows you are all dirty sl*ts and
only wore those outfits to get a piece of
(C< $$ so stop acting like you weren't...to
registration...to townhouse 93...to old men
with nothing better to do than insult young
girls...to Michael Jackson going after the
chillrens again...to people being mad that
I left the party early - hey, at least 1 showed
up at all!...to VS angels, just because...to
sucky hold buttons...to work...to paychecks
being 5 days late - c'mon guys...to "Who's
that guy?"...to slow computers...to that
milkshake song -'as Black Eyed Peas say,
"Shut Up!"...to no sex in the ANY room...

rnor or

i-ii 1 3iTq*/r A^

rtr>r

nmlA ^ t*

15

Editor: Gwen Nolan
E-mail: themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

EDITORIAL
Editorial Board:
Ethan L. Fry - Editor in Chief
Keith B. Whamond - Managing Editor
Gwen Nolan - Commentary Editor
Eileen Arnold - Assistant Commentary Editor
Michael A. Bond - Op/Ed Columnist

A time for thanks
With Thanksgiving fast approaching, we are reminded of
those mandatory "What are you thankful for?" assignments
we encountered every November growing up. As much as
we have bemoaned things like this over the years, we think
it is still a worthwhile undertaking if done with originality
and thought.
There are a lot of things to be thankful for as students at
Fairfield University. Living on such a beautiful campus in
the heart of one of the most affluent areas on the face of the
earth, it is easy for us to lose sight of the fact that we are so
fortunate. In fact, we are better off than the vast majority
of young people in the world our age in most facets of life,
and if we are not thankful for this, there is not much else we
could be thankful for.
We should also be grateful for a number of things here,
for instance, the faculty. Fairfield students benefit from the
fact that Fairfield wants professors who are not only wellpublished in their field, but are first and foremost good teachers. We have never had to suffer through TAs. When we
go to class, it's usually taught by a person with a PhD. The
professors are accessible and have connections in with area
employers and institutions. Some are even good advisors.
Getting to know your professors on an individual basis
has always paid off at Fairfield, so much so that connections
made with professors now will probably last until some of us
become professors ourselves and continue the tradition.
We interact with faculty members every day, so it's easy
to forget all the other people here working for our benefit,
members of the administration and staff. People working in
student services try to make our lives as easy as possible. The
development office raises funds and makes connections with
alumni to make Fairfield University a better place. Security
officers and administrators are constantly working to make
Fairfield safe. The list goes on and on, and the fact that we
can't possibly list all the people making Fairfield a better
place for students here is a testament to how many people
are doing just that.
So if you return home next week to family, friends and
warm food, lamenting all the shortcomings of Fairfield, just
remember how fortunate you are. Fairfield University is
not the best place on earth, not by a long shot, but all things
considered, it could be much worse, and we should all be
thankful it's not.
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The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to commentary@fairfieldmirror.com
or submitted through our website: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once recieved, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Fisher family seeks justice
To the Editor:
It is with profound grief that we express our immense gratitude to all who have comforted us during
this difficult time.
Our nephew, Mark Fisher, was brutally killed on
Oct. 12, 2003 in the Argyle Rd. section of Brooklyn,
N.Y.
This senseless killing has not only shattered his
immediate family, but also his extended family. No
parent or grandparent should experience the pain of
interring their son or grandson.
We extend our heartfelt appreciation for the
boundless love and continuing support that our
family has received by so many caring individuals
and institutions throughout the community. He was
greatly loved and respected by everyone. To know
Mark was to love Mark.

His loss has reminded us just how much of an
extraordinary human being he was in his brief life not
only to his family, but to so many other lives.
It is with honor that my sister and I have created
the Mark S. Fisher Foundation in order to maintain
his legacy and memory of generosity, determination,
and humility.
Our family and the NYPD have placed a reward
totaling $40,000. In order for Mark's family, especially his mother, father, sister, and brother to be at peace
with this horrific event, it is our hope that anyone with
information about this incident will come forward to
the NYPD so that justice can be served.
Respectfully yours,
Ruby Bonanno and Helida Di Giacomo
Aunt and Uncle of Mark Fisher

Wal-Mart: The fruit of free enterprise
To the Editor:
I do agree with Mr. Bond in
a recent editorial that we should
personally choose where we want
to shop. Yes, I prefer the local
hardware store to Home Depot.
But I have the choice.
What really gets me upset
is when small towns pack their
zoning boards with local political
hacks to stop smart and well-managed business like Wal-Mart from
being successful. That is hindering
fair trade. Let's look at it as "prochoice."
The consumer does the vot-

ing and has overwhelmingly
chosen Wal-Mart. Now that they
have grown into the world's largest company, Wal-Mart is under
incredible scrutiny.
To believe Wal-Mart knowingly hires illegal immigrants to
work in their stores directly or
through third party contractors is
very naive.
It is not worth the government
intervention or the bad press you are
perpetuating in this article.
Let's also not forget the benefits that Wal-Mart brings to the
community, like increased real
estate taxes to build schools and

yes, employment (we do have the
right to decide where we work the
last time I looked).
All I ask of zoning boards,
journalists and human rights
activists is to give me the "right
to choose" without government
intervention. I will bet Wal-Mart
will win every time.
Free enterprise is a wonderful thing and we have brave men
and women dying every day to
protect it.
Sincerely,
Paul A. Musico
Class of 1974

Senior Mug Night welcomes seniors...
(If you're 21)
To the Editor:
I am a member of the Class of 2004. At least,
that's what my student ID says. That same ID shows
my birth date as 12/6/82. That's right, I am a senior
here and I am still 20 years old.
Never did the fact that my birthday happens to be
late in the year bother me quite so much as it has this
semester. Finally a senior, I expected to participate
in all the things that are supposed to make senior
year great.
On Senior Mug Night and the next "Pub Night,"
I did not go because I saw signs which led me to
believe that it was only for those 21 and over. Of
course this upset me, but I told all my friends to have
a good time without me and I stayed behind. Finally,
"201 Nights" came around and flyers were put on my
apartment door and in my mailbox asking me to come
celebrate with the "entire" senior class.
Based on the fact that the word entire was in
capital letters and the only mention of age was in an
e-mail which said drink specials were for those 21
and over, I decided to go.
My friends and I braved the horrendous winds
Thursday night to get to the Levee only to be told

at the door that (#1) two forms of ID were required
(which was not mentioned in any flyer or e-mail and
according to my friends, was never done previously
at a pub night) and (#2) you must be 21 to even be
inside.
Half of my friends only had their student ID and
I apparently was not welcome at all. Why was this
never advertised?
Why were wristbands being given out if everyone inside had to be 21? Why are the coordinators
of these events being so inconsiderate of the feelings
of younger seniors?
I could not possibly be the only senior who is
still 20, and even if I am, why should I be excluded
from events specifically created for seniors? I have
no control over when I was born. I don't even drink.
On any given night, I could go to the Levee, hang out
with my friends, and not drink.
Why should Senior Pub Night be any different?
Why do all of the senior events revolve around drinking anyway? Even 200 Nights was a "booze cruise."
All I want is a little consideration.
Sincerely,
Cathy Auriana '04

16 NOVEMBER 20, 2003

COMMENTARY

MIRROR

Registration is reasonable

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

flexibility in their schedule to sleep in
or have days off, but instead face getting up at 5:30 in the morning to make
it to their clinical rotation on time. At
the same time their career here at
Fairfield is structured to the point that
if they do not have the ability to take
a certain core class during a specific
semester, they will be required to make
it up during the summer or intercession
in order to graduate.
If someone else can't register for
a certain elective or core class, they
always have a chance to take it at another time. In-season athletes register
early because they need to factor in
practice and traveling. RAs register
early to ensure they can take all the
classes they need and still be able to
spend enough time on their floor to
serve as a resident assistant. Certain
scholars register early as a privilege

& REGINA LAWRENCE

To the Editor:
After reading last week's article
about students being angered by preferential registration, I felt compelled to
reply. I am a University Fellows Scholar
and receive preferential registration, and
while the article presented some valid
points, it failed to demonstrate the reason why the so-called "elite" students
receive preferential registration. As a
scholar, I do register before everyone
else, but have yet to have a semester
with days off during the week, and have
had my fair share of 8 o'clock classes.
The other so-called "elite" students (RAs, athletes, nursing majors,
etc.) are given the ability to register
early because otherwise they cannot
complete the courses necessary to
complete their academic careers. Nursing majors, for example, do not have

granted to them by the university in
recognition of their performance in
high school and through their years at
Fairfield under the stipulation that they
maintain a 3.0 GPA.
It's not like the school picked certain students to give special privileges
to in order to screw over the rest of the
student body. In addition, I believe the
author of the article failed to remember
that the point of being here at Fairfield
is not to have three day weekends and
be able to sleep in during the week,
but instead to get a well-rounded
education. As far as registration, and
how the school handles this difficult
process, I think Fairfield University is
doing a good job.
Sincerely,
Adam Blom
Class of 2005

JAIME BIVONA

What do you think of
undercover security guards?

Afraid, lonely and
confused.
-Ryan Ahern '06

U
They 're doing
a greatjob, we
didn 't even know
we had them.

Student defends undercover security officers
To the Editor:
Last Thursday's article and editorial about security officers going undercover was disgraceful and unprofessional.
I think it's very doubtful that anyone even bothered to check
the "facts" of the story at all. I also think that Kyle Yasigian
failed to fully inform those he was quoting about the real
nature of the article and aforementioned "facts."
It is ridiculous to suggest that someone's privacy is
violated if publicly approached by a security officer who
simply has a few questions regarding illegal activities. If
you're not breaking the law or violating university policies,
you don't have any reason to worry.
Security officers see the worst of this campus on a
daily basis, and know better than anyone else the number
of medical emergencies resulting from alcohol and drug
use. If they want to find underage drinkers, they don't
need to look hard, they don't need to go undercover, and

they know this. If they want to go undercover to combat
something that they see as a growing issue in a particular
area and make people think twice about their actions, then
I hope they are successful in their effort.
When people have questions, problems, or need assistance for anything they call security first. We are privileged
to have such knowledgeable and dedicated security officers
on our campus. No one should ever doubt that they have
our best interest in mind, and a much greater effort should
be put towards appreciating the work that they do instead of
criticizing them all the time. Oh, and here's another tip-if
students made an effort to pay attention, they would recognize security officers both in uniform AND undercover!

-Frank Vitulli '04 & Milli Miljkovic '04

—

We are writing this letter in order to clear some confusion about 200 Nights, namely Matt DeFranco's letter in
last week's paper. We understand that the author has not
been a student here at Fairfield for the past three years,
so he may not be clear on the current state of affairs. 200
Nights is an event for all seniors, yet since SBRA has taken
over its planning, it has been geared almost entirely to offcampus students.
Last year tickets were only sold at the beach and oncampus seniors had to pay $ 110 per ticket, while off-campus
students paid just $90. If the author had made any attempt
at all to fill himself in on the current state of affairs, he

—Vinny McCarthy, Irish
traveler and Grad student

Sincerely,
Caroline Conway
Class of 2004, Security Dispatcher

would realize that we are trying to return the tradition to
one involving the whole class. Tickets were sold five days
a week at the campus center, as well as two nights a week at
the beach. Furthermore, all students paid the same amount,
$85. To conclude maybe one should check ALL his/her
facts before choosing to personally attack a current Fairfield
student who is trying (with the rest of the event planners)
to include the entire class in this tradition.

Matt Coolidge, SBRA President, Class of 2004
Lauren De Steno, SBRA Vice President,
Senior Class President. Class of 2004

Your article by Carleigh Brower,
published 11/6/03, "It's my party and
I'll cry if I want to..." and it's journalistic license discredits me personally,
and compels a response.
I have not, but if you wish, I am
certain you are entitled to find out who
called the police to lodge a complaint
about your Halloween / birthday party.
This is not of consequence to me.
What is of consequence is that it was

not I. I was home during the night of
your party. It did not disturb me. lam
happy you took the energy to celebrate
your birthday and life itself.
It's unfortunate you apparently
feel resentful for paying high rent
without the unbridled ability to do as
you will, regardless of the effects on
the neighborhood. Resentful enough to
portray me an unreasonable neighbor
who hates college kids. This is very
much far from the truth.
If you have concerns about the

Do they come with
handcuffs?
— Colleen Sands '06

Ms

0^*9^

Sincerely,

Police Lieutenant responds to column
To the Editor:

~

I think it is kinda dodgy,
and if they come after me,
they '11 get a boot up the
arse.

200 nights for all, but beach students preferred
To the Editor:

JJ

police responding, or stopping by at
your home, you can make an appointment to see me, or my superiors, at
the police department anytime. Your
concerns will be addressed there I am
sure. I do hope that you take advantage
of this option.

Fine, as long as they don't
have undercover prostitutes.
—Trevor Kelly '06

99

It shows lack oftrust in
students.
-David Riley '06

Sincerely,
Michael Walsh
Lieutenant
Fairfield Police Department
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Athlete food drive sparks conflict
BY KELLY SHEEHAN

The Student Athlete Committee has
been running a Thanksgiving food drive
for the past two weeks. Fairfield teams
wanted a group project for the fall that was
practical and not time consuming, because
of how busy student athletes are.
The food drive seemed like a valuable cause that easily allowed everyone to
be involved. Despite the overwhelmingly
generous donations received by Fairfield
students, not everyone is thrilled with how
the drive has been running.
"We're not upset. We just thought we
should have used our forces together and
had better communication," said Kris Wal-

entik '04 of Campus Ministry.
Campus Ministry had planned to run
a food drive for Thanksgiving but now expects difficulties because the athletes have
already started theirs.
"Fairfield students have been incredibly
supportive," said Associate Athletic Director Alison Sexton. "Some teams, like the
field hockey and volleyball team, have been
more aggressive with the drive than others,
but all teams have been working together
collectively. Each athlete has been urged to
donate money to the drive."
Fairfield's athletic teams have already
placed donation boxes around different
buildings on campus. In dorms, athletes
have been going door to door collecting

small donations and
canned foods. They
have hung up fliers around campus
as well. Campus
Ministry collected
donations by going
door to door in the
dorms, townhouses,
Aelee Kwon/The Mirror
apartments and the
Can Do: Volleybal player Becky Guess collects cans from Allyson
beach on Wednes- McHugh '04.
day, Nov. 11.
The Student Athlete Committee plans
"It's all for the same cause, so we should
have worked with one another, that way we to drop its donations off at a church in
wouldn't be tapping students multiple times," Bridgeport, and Campus Ministry is plansaid Walentik. "Maybe we'll try working to- ning on bringing its donations at Operation
gether next year."
Hope, a homeless shelter in Fairfield.

Recruits bode well for men's basketball as debut draws near
CONTINUED FROM P. 20
"The college game is a lot different from the high
school game," said O'Sullivan. "There's a big difference
between the strength and speed of the players and it takes
more time to get used to the plays."
Van Schaick also acknowledges the considerable differences between the levels of play, but finds he is adjusting
rather quickly, looking upon his time with the team as a
great learning experience. "I am adapting pretty well and
everyday I learn something new," said Van Schaick. "The
hardest part is the conditioning, as you move from playing
20 or so games in high school to 30-35 in college."
While both players continue to adjust to the physical
training and general demands of college life, they have
found the adjustment to their teammates to be the easiest

part of their transition, as both have found they mesh well
with the rest of the team.
"I have really enjoyed playing with my teammates,"
said Van Schaick. "I feel a great connection to everybody
and feel like everyone's really united."
O'Sullivan has also enjoyed playing with his new teammates and especially appreciates the immediate support many
have given him during his first few months at Fairfield.
"I have a real good feeling about the team and feel
that we have really come together," said O'Sullivan. "My
teammates have really helped make my transition from high
school to college a lot easier."
As the Stags prepare to open up their season at Harvard
on Friday, O'Sullivan and Van Schaick have high expectations of their first collegiate game, both hoping the game
will match the intensity of their high school state champi-

£UPER DUPER,
WEENIE

onship games.
"I hope every game will be the same intensity as the
state championship game last year," said O'Sullivan.
Van Schaick also hopes for the same level of intensity
he felt during his championship game, as he played before
a sold-out crowd in his own home town.
"We got to play in front of 5,000 of our home town
fans," said Van Schaick. "If that's what it's like at Fairfield,
that's great."
As for their expectations for the upcoming season, both
players are hoping to contribute to the Stags' success, as both
hope to see a continuation of last year's performance.
"We want to try and help the team anyway we can," said
O' Sullivan. "If we want to make the NCAA tournament we
need to raise the bar and keep our expectations higher. We
just need to stay focused and play to our potential."

ATHENA

DINER - RESTAURANT
Student Special
10% off with
your Stag Card

Fresh Seafood o Steaks
Chops o Cocktails
Wines o Beer

"one of America's ten best hot dog joints"
USA TODAY

BEST

& WORST

Thanks for voting
us best diner!

Best Hot Dog 2002 -The Mirror
Student Special
15% off with Stag Card

J06 Black Roch Tpk€^ Fairfield, CT 05825 (Exit 24 off 19F)
(203) JM-D06S (20)) B4-00B
www.5uperduperweenie.coni
Hours:

Mon -Wed. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Thurs. - Sat 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
jSun
11 am. - 6_p.m.

■..■

.-. ■ .'■, " b>

>J

BEST DINER
2000, 2001, 2002 -The Mirror

3350 Post Road
Open 24 Hours, 7 Days
Southport, CT 06890
(203) ZgMtBftrtfabo ^ ANmaJ°* ^edit. cards aogptej)
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Men's basketball spreads
literacy) goodwill at schools
BY MEREDITH CLINTON

Students from the Thomas Hooker
School in Bridgeport crowded around the
players with outstretched hands hoping for
an autograph.
"Can I have one for my brother, too?"
said one student. The players laughed as
they signed their names quickly on countless pieces of paper.
This is a common scene for the members of the Fairfield University men's basketball team. Every Friday in the pre-season,
the team goes to a different inner city school
in Bridgeport to read stories and talk to the
children about school and basketball.
"I have a lot of fun with it because it's
new every time" said Rob Thompson '04, a
center for the team. "I had one kid climbing
on me like I was a jungle gym."
At this particular school the student
population is about 95 percent minority,
and all of the students are considered at the
poverty level.
"Reading, by example, gives the students a positive role model. And basketball
is very popular here ... [they] very much
admire the Fairfield players," said fifth grade
teacher Joseph Clark.
Two of the players entered Clark's
class, and the students were in awe. They
flooded the players with questions.
"Wow! How many feet are you?" shouted one student. Clark said that the children
were very excited when they found out the
athletes were coming, "[They were] very
very crazy, dying to get autographs already
[this morning]."

"We came to show you guys how important it is to read," said Michael Bell '06,
a shooting guard, after the class listened
to him read a story during one visit last
month.
"It's important to get good grades and
read a lot. Without that you can't play basketball," said Mike Van Schaick '07, shooting guard, to the fifth graders.
The kids treated the players like stars.
One little boy, Darryl Williams, asked if he
could stay the night with the players. When
it was time to go, he was ready with his book
bag and started following them out.
Another student, Gaby Hayes, said,
"It's cool to have tall basketball players
come and read."
Jayden Wood, another student, said in
a barely audible voice, "[It] makes me read
better."
Coach Tim O'Toole also had some
advice for the young students. "You never
hear of people in the NBA that didn 't do well
in school," he said. "It's really important,
and this is more important than anything,
to keep trying."
O'Toole also sees the benefits that the
players get from the reading program. He
said that as being a part of a Jesuit school
it's important that the players get a feeling
for fulfilling the objective of body, mind
and spirit.
"It's important that they understand that
they're giving back, and that they are part of
something bigger" O'Toole said. "There's
the stereotype of 'dumb jocks', [and it's] not
true. Just because you're an athlete doesn't
mean you can't do good in school."

She ate your homework...

will your newspaper be next?
Don't worry. The Mirror is also online
so you can read it, even if Scruffy
shreds it instead of delivers it.
Visit online at
www.fairfieldmirror.com

MIRROR
ONLINE
It's worth looking into.

Aelee Kwon/The Mirror

Smashing records: Christain McEvoy '04 practices the backstroke.

Impressive swim team
continues to break records
BY BEN DOODY

Perhaps it's America's obsession
with tape-measure home runs, blazing
slap-shots, bone-crunching tackles and
highlight reel dunks. Perhaps it's because
swimming doesn't have a LeBron James, a
Mike Vick, or a Derek Jeter—a pretty face
to sell it, as do major team sports.
Whatever the reason is, it is undeniable that swimming is often overshadowed
by sports that are at times more marketable.
But this year, the Stags swimmers and divers give students plenty of reasons to flock
to Alumni Pool in the Leslie C. Quick Jr.
Athletic Complex.
For starters, the man leading these
"Swimmin' Stags" has arguably the most
storied past of any Fairfield coach. Bill Farley, who this November entered his second
season at Fairfield, is a former Olympian.
He has on his coaching resume, among
other teams, the University of Michigan
(his alma-mater) and Princeton University,
where he led the men's team to five Ivy
League championships and founded the
women's program.
Throw in some record breaking swimmers and championship-caliber divers and
this year's swimming and diving team is a
sight to see. In fact, according to women's
captain Kelly Steele '05, the Stags are the
talkoftheMAAC.
"It's exciting to know that coaches are
actually calling other coaches to talk about
Fairfield," said Farley. "We've made such
an improvement from last year."
And speaking of Steele, she happens
to be a member of every record-holding relay team at Fairfield, in addition to holding
the school record in the 200 meter freestyle.
Steele is one of many record holders on
this year's team.
The men are led by standout captain
Frank Vitulli '04. Vitulli shattered two of

his own school records in the 400 and
800 freestyle events in the season opener
against Rider, with times of 4:20.15, and
8:56.52, respectively. He also holds school
records in the 1,000 and 1,650 yard freestyle events.
"He's always there, striving to get better, working hard and leading by example,"
said Sean Killelea '06, himself a record
holder in the 400 individual medley.
And then there are the divers, probably
the most acrobatic students on campus.
Coached by Dan Vener, the Stags are led
by Peter LoVerme '04, the team captain and
school record holder in the one meter dive
on the men's side, and by Chrissie Mayr
'05 on the women's side, who has been
diving since she was 11 years old, but still
finds it "exhilarating."
The Rider meet, which the men and
women both lost, also saw the breaking of
the women's 50 freestyle (Jennifer Massi
'06) and 200 freestyle relay (Massi, Steele,
Brittany Hunter '07) records. The Stags
went on to earn a split in a tri-meet with
Loyola and Providence, in which Hunter
set a new school record in the women's 200
individual medley.
They came back with another split in
a tri-meet with Marist and St. Peter's, in
which the aforementioned women's 200
freestyle relay team tied their one-meet-old
school record.
Next up is a quad-meet at Siena,
against the hosts, Niagara, and Canisius.
The Stags have five meets and the Yale
and Springfield (diving only) invitational
tournaments before heading to Baltimore
for the MAAC tournament, which starts
Feb. 19.
"Were all looking to do well at the
MAAC's, shake up some teams. I think
a lot of other records will go down before
that," said Killelea.

you accid
your roommate's
toothbrush into the toi.
he's not home, what do
answer the
question, compare your
opinions with others,
explore what matters
at pwc.com/lookhere.
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Fairfield hoops
welcomes
freshman pair
BY BRYAN MAHONEY

Constributed Photo

All saddled up: Back row from left to right: Peppy the horse, Jenn Santroello, Amy Cohen, Jocelyn Abbate, Sonia Knutsen, Lindsey Ault-authier, Leigh Bonick. Front Row: Sue Polski (alumna) and Caitlin Kelly.

HORSING AROUND
Despite lack of notoriety, Fairfield boasts impressive equestrian team
BY CHANDANA RAVI

"Mom, Dad, can I pleaaaaaase have
a pony of my own?"
We've heard this line in fairy tales
about little girls who want nothing more
than to have a horse of their own to ride
into the sunset. For most, this image is a
pure fantasy, but for about 30 of Fairfield's
students, it is a dream they live out every
day. Meet Fairfield's very own equestrian
club team.
Little is known about this very successful program. The program started 11
years ago and was founded by the current
coach, Lisa Bailey. Bailey has coached
equestrian college teams for 17 years and
can brag about having riders at nationals
in all but two years.
Here at Fairfield, Bailey has helped
make the equestrian team one of the most
competitive schools in the nation. Currently ranked 15th out of over 500 teams,
the riders look forward to an extremely
strong season.
"We've got a strong team. We have
had high point rider [the rider with the
most points out of everyone] in our region
for nine out of the 11 years the program
has been in existence," said captain Jillian
Brown '04.
"Last year's high point rider was Jess
Matherson, who is only a sophomore,
which is good for our team," said Brown.

Canaan's Mounted Troop, which is about
Brown has been riding for 15 years.
Although not a varsity sport, the a 20 minute drive from school. The school
team's existence here at Fairfield did help owns three horses, and the stable owns the
along some of the members' decision to rest of the horses that the team uses.
But, like most things in life, being
come here.
"The fact Fairfield had an Equestrian a part of this club team does not come
team definitely influenced my decision to without a price. According to Brown, each
come here. I only looked at schools with member of the team has to pay $475 per
semester in order to participate. However,
Equestrian teams," Brown stated.
Carrie Agin '07, who has 11 years of they say, it is a small price to pay to be able
riding experience, said the team was an to do something you love.
added bonus to the
school.
"I transferred
here not necessarily
because of the equestrian team, but once
I got here I knew for
sure it was one thing
I really wanted to
do," said Agin.
The equestrian
team has five shows
per semester. Each
show has 12 other
schools in the region that Fairfield
competes against.
There is a winner for
each show as well as
a winner at the end of
Constributed Photo
the season.
The
team A horse is a horse of course of course:
Jenn Santroello and Peppy the horse.
practices at New

Just like many other Fairfield freshmen,
only a few months ago Marty O'Sullivan '07
and Mike Van Schaick '07 were playing high
school sports, carrying around lunch money
and forgetting their gym clothes.
Now, they are adjusting to college classes, wasting their Stag Bucks and piling up
mounds of dirty laundry. Oh yeah, and they
will also be defending some of the best players in the nation, playing at Madison Square
Garden and flying to Hawaii for a basketball
tournament.
The men's basketball team has added a
strong freshman class for the 2003 season, as
O'Sullivan and Van Schaick join the squad
for the upcoming season.
O'Sullivan, a six foot seven inch forward,
enters his first season with the Stags after a
highly successful career at McQuaid Jesuit in
Honeoye Falls, N. Y. After leading his team to
the 2002-03 State Championship, O'Sullivan
was named to the state All-Tournament team
as well as garnering All-State second team
honors. He ended his senior year averaging
18 points and 9.7 rebounds a game and was
honored with the Democrat and Chronicle's
co-player of the year award.
Van Schaick, a six foot two inch guard,
also enters his freshman year at Fairfield
after an outstanding high school career,
leading Glens Falls High School to the New
York State Championship game his senior
year. Van Schaick helped his team to a 25-1
mark, netting 62 three-pointers and a total of
744 points over the 26 game season. He ended
his senior year shooting 91 percent from the
free-throw line and scored 30 or more points
11 times during his senior year.
When it came time for O'Sullivan and
Van Schaick to choose schools, their decisions
to attend Fairfield were based on a number of
reasons, as both not only liked the coaches
and players, but also recognized the team's
potential for improvement.
"I really liked the coaching staff and
players, since they made me feel welcome
on my recruiting trip," said O'Sullivan. "But
they also had certain goals in mind and the
results of last year made me feel they were
on the right path."
Van Schaick said as he not only felt
comfortable with the team, but also understood what the coaches were looking for in
their players.
"I liked the coaching staff because they
wanted to win," said Van Schaick. "But they
also wanted to get players that really know
how to play."
As the 2003-04 season gets underway,
both players are excited about starting the
season, but admit they are still adjusting to
the transition to college level basketball.
SEE "RECRUITS" ON P.
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